Seating Independent Special Districts on LAFCo
The Process
The commission may appoint two members and an alternate to represent special districts to serve on LAFCo (56325c). 

All commission members shall exercise their independent judgment on behalf of the interests of residents, property owners, and the public as a whole:  “Any member appointed on behalf of local governments shall represent the interests of the public as a whole and not solely the interests of the appointing authority”  (56325.1) 

Section 56332.5 states: “The commission shall initiate proceedings for representation of independent special districts upon the commission if requested by independent special districts.” A majority of the independent special districts need to adopt resolutions proposing representation on LAFCo.  Once LAFCo receives resolutions from a majority of special districts the commission shall adopt a Resolution of Intention.  The Executive Officer shall give notice and call a meeting of the independent special districts to select special district representation on the commission.   

The Independent Special District Selection Committee shall consist of the presiding officer of the legislative body of each independent special district. An alternate may be appointed by the legislative body of an independent special district if the presiding officer of that independent special district is unable to attend.   Districts must be wholly located within the county.   Each member of the selection committee shall have one vote.  A quorum shall consist of a majority of the eligible districts (56332a).

The Executive Officer shall call and give written notice of all meetings for the Selection Committee so it can select members if a vacancy occurs  (56332b).  

If the Executive Officer determines that a meeting of the special district selection committee is not feasible, he may conduct the business of the committee in writing.  The Executive Officer may call for nominations (for special district representation on LAFCo) to be submitted in writing within 30 days.   At the end of the nominating period, the Executive Officer shall prepare and deliver, or send by certified mail, to each independent special district one ballot and voting instructions.   Email may also be used with written evidence of receipt and prior concurrence of each district.  The districts have at least 30 days to return the ballots by a specified date (56332c).  The ballot shall contain the names of all nominees.  Terms shall be four years.

The members appointed to LAFCb shall be elected or appointed special district officers residing within the county but shall not be on the Board of Supervisors or a city council.   

Independent special districts shall pay one-third of the operational cost of LAFCo unless the independent special districts, the county and the cities approve an alternate method of apportionment.  A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) will be required between the LAFCo, the Board of Supervisors, the city councils and the special districts to seat independent special districts on LAFCo if an alternate method of apportionment as recommended is enacted.   District designees need to sign the MOU on behalf of the independent special districts.

